
Guide - Source D (Virginia Court Ruling) 
 
Title of your primary source: A Servant Uprising in Virginia, 1640 
 
Type of source & date: court ruling, 1640 
 
Author/creator: General Court of Virginia 
 
What do you know about the creator of this source? 
the court generally represented and supported the land-owning class 
 
What information does this source give you about the living conditions of servants or what 
it was like to be an indentured servant in the colonies?   

• six servants and one slave tried to run away together 
• the servants were sentenced to various lengths of additional servitude (2 ½ to 7 

years) and some received lashes and had to wear shackles 
• the slave received lashes and had to wear shackles 

 
Does this source present a positive, negative, or neutral view of indentured servitude?  
Explain why? 

• encourage students to give their views of this and ask them to explain 
them/provide support 

• negative 
o these men wanted to run away and face the possible consequences (which 

they must have known would be harsh) rather than continue as servants 
 


